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Tang Junyi’s Vision and Critique of Democracy

Chak Chi-shing”

Abstract

Professor Tang Junyi, a leading scholar in the New Confucian movement
of the twentieth century, advocated the Confucian doctrine of the goodness of
human nature. It was therefore inevitable that Tang disagreed with the
Christian doctrine of original sin.  Since the doctrine of original sin has long
been considered a cornerstone of theories of Western democracy, Tang’s
critique of Western democracy can be viewed, to an extent, as a criticism of
the Christian doctrine of original sin doctrine on the basis of the Confucian
doctrine of the goodness of human nature. Although Tang’s criticisms are
logical, focused, and persuasive, they do not always give full credit to the
merits of democracy. The question for Tang then became how to reconcile
the differences between the Confucian doctrine and the original sin doctrine to
build Chinese democracy. Tang strongly believed that Chinese and Western
cultures each had their own strengths and weaknesses, and hence he dedicated
his lifework to integrate the Confucian theory of self-cultivation with concepts
of Western democracy. Tang advocated mutual exchange between Chinese
and Western cultures in order to achieve a new democracy that would be more
balanced, harmonious, and reflective of human nature.

Keywords: Tang Junyi, New Confucianism, democracy, doctrine of the
goodness of human nature, doctrine of original sin
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