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Key Link: Lin Wei and His General Staff Mission to Burma
in the First Burma Campaign

Su Sheng-hsiung’

Abstract

Regarding the first Burma campaign in 1942, the academic research
results were very fruitful, which shows the importance it received. Among
the narratives, Lin Wei and his General Staff Mission to Burma are often
mentioned, but in-depth academic research has not yet been carried out. In
fact, Lin Wei’s General Staff Mission to Burma in Lashio, the British High
Command in Maymyo, and the Chinese Expeditionary Forces First Command
Headquarters in Pyawbwe, the three high-level military units are very close to
each other, and they all play certain roles. This campaign was the first time
that the National Revolutionary Army went abroad to fight. The battlefield
was far away and communication was inconvenient. The Nationalist
Government National Military Council set up the General Staff Mission to
Burma to supervise the operations of the expeditionary army. Its main tasks
were guidance and communication. Examining the work of the General Staff
Mission to Burma, it can be seen that the Mission is an important part of the
National Revolutionary Army in the first Burma campaign. Its organization
and operation specifically demonstrated Chiang Kai-shek’s leadership, as well
as the development, characteristics and limitations of the National

Revolutionary Army’s staff system.

Keywords: Lin Wei, Chiang Kai-shek, Joseph W. Stilwell, General

Staff Mission to Burma, Chinese Expeditionary Force
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