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A Study of the Reliability of Forensic Science Evidence
-Forensic DNA Evidence as An Example-

Chun-Yao Shih* Chien-Min Hsu**

Abstracts

Conviction of crime based upon evidence. Over recent years, forensic science evidence
has become gradually admissible by the Courts and used for conviction. Thus evaluating
the reliability of forensic science has become very important.The study analyzed the use
of forensic science evidence in Courts and discussed the investigation and evaluation method
used to decide the reliability of forensic science evidence. DNA evidence was used as an
example to discuss the method of evaluating the reliability. The role of the Court is important
as they act as a gatekeeper for evaluating the admissibility and reliablity of forensic science
evidence which was also discussed. The study looked at the effects of explaining essential
DNA knowledge and DNA test reports. One hundred and two law students were subjects
and were explained DNA knowledge. A t-test was used to test the significance of the
results which showed that post-DNA explanation, students showed a significant improvement
on nine out of ten questions. One of the conclusions was the providing basic forensic
knowledge in law education is important in the future.
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