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[ Abstract ] The purpose of this study is to explore the whole process of Japanese cedar
(Cryptomeria japonica) planting decision making and the availability of following strategy.
The data source comes from in-depth interviews of senior key persons and rearrangement of
historical literature reviews. The results show that the mass plantation decisions of Japanese
cedar after World War 1l were the influence of the scholars’ suggestions. Between 1965 to
1977, Japanese cedar plantation areas rapidly increased due to the process of “the Stand
Conversion Project” from Taiwan Forest Bureau. Several decades later, since squirrel
damages are serious, Japanese cedar was not longer considered as one of major plantation
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species by forest sector. According to current professionals opinions, by using same method
to deal with all Japanese cedar plantations is not appreciate way. In stead, the principal of
with different treatments based on different growth sites is better management thinking,
which also fits the concept of adaptive management. From the species chosen, plantation
expansion, and deteriorated condition of Japanese cedar plantations, all these events reflect
the forest management paradigm shifts from colonial forestry, scientific forestry, New
Forestry to forest ecological management. The future development of Japanese cedar
plantations should be regarded as a model of adaptive management.

[ Key words ] Japanese cedar (Cryptomeria japonica), plantation, colonial forestry, adaptive

management, in-depth interview
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