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Sunology Research: A Century of Contemplation and
Half a Century of Rise and Fall

Liu, A-Rong
Abstract

Dr. Sun Yat-Sen was an important thinker and a revolutionary in contemporary
China. In addition to advocating revolution and founding the Republic of China, he
left behind a system of thought as a blueprint for national construction. As observed
from the historical development and sociopolitical changes, the system of thought
can generally be divided into the evolution of career development (1866—1925) and
ideological changes in “Sunology research” following Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s passing.
The so-called “century of Sunology research” in this paper refers to the “Sunology
research” conducted over the nearly 100 years from the time of his passing to the
present, from the exclusive “party-state ideology” in the past to its gradual decline;
Dr. Sun’s thought possesses important value in further contemplating the need for
both sides of the Taiwan Strait to seek an overlapping consensus in the future and a
vision system that builds on the past and prepares for the future.

As for the “half a century of rise and fall in Sunology research” in the latter part
of the paper, such phrasing refers to the rise and fall of Sunology research for over
half a century since the retreat of the government of the Republic of China to Taiwan.
Two waves of climax in Sunology research were explored in this paper: the
“centennial birthday of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen” in 1965; the 1970’s strengthening of the
ideological education function of the Three Principles of the People, leading to the
establishment ofthe Institute of the Three Principles of the People and the
publication of periodicals. With the process of democratization led on by a shift from
authoritarianism that took place later, Sunology research gradually declined. The

findings show the subjective and objective factors or intrinsic and extrinsic causes
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contributing to the rise and fall of Sunology research were summarized based on the
changes in the three systems of Sunology research. They include: (1) The twilight of
ideology and the decline of cultural hegemony; (2) The decline of party-state power
and political party transitions of power; (3) Intellectual rigidity and lack of
innovation. Finally, recommendation for transformation and the way out of

stagnation are proposed.

Keywords: Sunology Research, Ideology, the Centennial Birthday of Dr.
Sun Yat-Sen, Institute of the Three Principles of the People





