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Bustling in Fame and Wealth: Study of
Fable Characteristics of Dong Guo Ji

Lu, Po—Hsun

Abstract

In the previous research, Dong Guo Ji written by Ren-ru Sun
(unknown years of birth and death ) was simply considered as a satire. The
author argues that Dong Guo Ji meets the essential elements of
fable, “story” and “moral” . Thus, it is classified as the satire with fable
characteristics. From another perspective, by fable and narrative theory, this
study attempts to probe into the moral of plots and images of characters of
the work. As to the moral of the plots, Dong Guo Ji refers to “linear plots” ,
including three lines of plots with different meanings. As to the moral of
images of characters, by creating the characters, Sun showed people’ s lives
in the chaos at the end of Ming Dynasty and the subjective views. According
to overall creation of character images, Dong Guo Ji reinforced the images of
clowns and vagrants. Sun implied the vanity of fame and wealth and the
consistent quality of characters and revealed the hypocrisy of the world with

critical writing. The thematic thought of the play refers to the return of
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original temperament and criticizes the malpractice of the time.

Keywords: play of Ming Dynasty, Dong Guo Ji, Ren-ru Sun, the
person of Qi begging for food, fable
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