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Abstract

Using 2007 Taiwan Social Change Survey, we analyzed Taiwanese reading behavior and their choices of
book categories. The Heckman two-stage model 1s adopted to solve the sample selection problem. At stage One,
we examine the determinants of adults’ book reading decisions. At stage two, we investigate how
socio-demographic variables influence the choices of book category. The results of the first stage show that
adults with fewer working hours, higher education, higher income, female, parents with senior high schools,
vocational schools, or sergent schools diplomas, and living in non-rural areas have higher probability to do
leisure reading. The results of choices of book category from stage two are: (1) Adults with higher education

incline to read mind/religion, classical/modern literature, biography/history, and comics types of book. (2) Older
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adults are more likely to read family/health/education and mind/religion types of book. (3} Adults with higher
income have a higher probability for choosing consumption/finance type of book. (4) The male, comparing with
the female, are more likely to read swordsman/detective/science fictions, science and information technology,
and comics types of book (5) Adults living in the rural area have a higher probability for choosing science and

information technology type of book but are less likely to read mnd/religion and comics types of book.
Keywords: Heckman two-stage estimation, leisure reading, book category
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