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The Image of Singapore in the Han
Poems by Huang Zunxian—and Its
Double Comparison with Travel Notes of
the Late Qin Dynasty——

Chen Shi-Ru™ (1 % 4)

Huang Zunxian was assigned as the first Consul-General in Singapore from 1891 to
1894, during his tenure, he actively protected overseas Chinese and promoted Chinese
language education. Compared with the writings on Singapore by some travelers in the
late Qin Dynasty, the Han poems by Huang Zunxian are quite distinctive. Different from
the fantastic stories written by most Chinese travelers who focus on the darker skin and
red lips of aborigines, or the rare and valuable animals, his poems concentrate on the
reality and local cultures, which demonstrates an exotic landscape where it’s always
summer, rich in natural resources, and multi-ethnic people live together. The preservation
of traditional Chinese culture by the Chinese in Singapore, which was regarded by many
Chinese travelers as a concrete manifestation of the propagation of Chinese cultural, was
further considered as a reconfirmation of their own cultural superiority. In the “Chapter of
the Overseas Chinese”, Huang Zunxian, from different angles of view, reproduced a
repeatedly transitioned figure of China in a realistic predicament where multiethnic
cultures coexisted together and they were unable to return back to their motherlands,
presenting a different interpretation and imagination of the figure of China.
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