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Overiew of Institutionalized Long-Term Care

Pei-Jung Hsu'* Jun-Hie Chang' Ching-YiLin®> So-Huei Lin** Shyh-Dye Lee’

Abstract

All through the history, care for the people has been present and developing. And
long-term care had been always included any way, hence, the related system and scheme had
been organized and formed gradually. Certainly, they always involved two parts, i.e.
residential/ institutionalized care and community-based counterpart. As the society went on
their progressing, satisfying, providing & delivery of living, health care and security need
would become the main and necessary issues, they must became the key themes of policy and
strategy /“tactics to deal with elsewhere. Based on the evolving experience of humans, the
trends of population aging, accompanied with their chronic health conditions, impairment,”
disability,/ handicaps, and long term transition of care, became more and more remarkable as
expected. The related system and scheme shifted from simpler one to more complicated, then
institution-based and community-based care model had become well-set even if possessing
different characteristics among them in each country. Based on the experiences of advanced
countries, institution-based care model, with comparison to community-based one, was
always less but prioritized in the progressing of long-term care, followed by more
community-based care. Their ratio was around 3 vs 7 or 2 vs 8 universally, ultimately and
necessarily. However, owing to the basic difference of their nature and characteristics,
institution-based care had usually got prioritized status in general, and always calling more
attention and resources. However they were one unity with two conjugated or inter-linked
counterparts. As the institution expanded, it might gain access to the community, as the
community shrinking, it might gain access to the institution. Under the actively target of
“Aging in Place”, even if with less percentage of institutionalized care, in addition to its
essential importonce and necessity, rather, institution-based care could be regarded as the
important basis for out-reach and respite care by community care or service.
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