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Philosophic Meaning and Cultural Presentation

behind the Licentious Women’ s Death in “Shui Hu Chuan”

Kang Pei

Abstract :

In recent years, there are many articles giving support to the three licentious and unfaithful women
in “Shui Hu Chuan”, who are Yen Po-Shi, Pan Jin-Lian, and Pan Chiao-Yun. Most of them focus
on female’s erotic initiatives and criticize male’s egocentricity. Although these articles mention
about Neo-Confucianism’s effect on the descriptions of licentious women, the authors merely
emphasize on the part of “chu jen-yii” instead of “tsun tien-li”. This thesis will demonstrate how
“chu jen-yii” from Neo-Confucianism is asking women to be faithful, and how it affects the author
of “Shui Hu Chuan” on creating the images of licentious women and arranging their fates and
outcomes. Furthermore, “chu jen-yii” is for “tsun tien-li”; the death of licentious women is to
accomplish the heroes’ friendship and justice. The analysis of the causes of these women’s death
shows that they die because of breaking the central value, which is to live and die together, of these
bandit heroes. The farther the bandits stay away from women and sex, the more heroic they are.
Through this discussion, this dissertation hopes to elucidate the profound meanings of the licentious
women’s death in this novel. Also, due to their death, the central value of  “Shui Hu Chuan™

can be confirmed.

Key words:
Shui Hu Chuan, licentious women, friendship and justice of heroes, tsun t'ien-li, chu jen-yli, celibate,
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