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Li Da’s Thoughts of Marxism during the
May Fourth Movement

Chun-Chun Shih
Postdoctoral Fellow, Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, Academia Sinica

Abstract

This essay focuses on an interpretation of Marxism from a Chinese intel-
lectual — La Da. Li had believed Marxism during the May Fourth movement.
This essay points out how he explained Marxism and answered problems in
Modern China through Marxism. Furthermore, this essay compares the inter-
pretation of Marxism of Li Da with another Chinese intellectual — Chen Duxiu.
These two intellectuals had their own political positions, and also had differ-
ent understanding in Marxism. The differences between Li and Chen show the

complexity and multiplicity of “Marxism” in China.

Keywords: Li Da, Marxism, Chen Duxiu, capitalism, state



