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The Good Food Revolution:
Will Allen and the African American Urban
Farming Tradition

Shiuhhuah Serena CHOU®

ABSTRACT

This essay examines urban farmer and Growing Power CEO Will Allen’s
re-visioning of the georgics tradition in 7he Good Food Revolution: Growing Healthy
Food, People, and Communities (2012) by reclaiming the African American agricultural
experience and redefining notions of work and farming. Through a “good food revolution”
that celebrates the georgic values of working the land, Allen attempts to rebuild an
inner-city African American community devastated by a global capitalist mode of food
production. Claiming to be a CEO and a farmer who works the urban land, his
double-identity challenges the moral superiority of farming and the traditional divide
between the country and the city evident in the georgic tradition. Building on African
American history of enslavement, he traces African Americans’ eventual loss of food
literacy and food sovereignty to the success of W. E. B. Du Bois’s liberal arts education
over Booker T. Washington’s industrial education. He argues that the rights to farm and
food have always been pivotal to the African-American struggle for civil rights and that a
community-based urban farming model could not only be economically and

environmentally sustainable, but socially just.

Keywords: Will Allen, urban farming, georgics, African American literature
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EEBEAEE R ~ ZEEA BB Ao 2 BN (R A En B e R E R a=Ea i
THEMEE R ) (FAO 2009) - THERZ4r | B T % ) (food safety) N[ » BE RIS
BT - BENA AR S S EE IR -

4. IR > RRE BRI GG R AR AR ES D R R A BRI RIS o EERERA
IR SR BATRR S BR T . PR IERR R N R E RN R SRR - WEINERRAR
T B BRI (T 20 ) FIAYREN © BT Reed B2 Smith 24 » HAWAHRER ERE5 250 Adamson,
Evans, and Stein (3-12); Melosi (122-23); Ruffin (7-10) % -
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fEtE R A S BRE 2R AarE - FEl—5amdin T Ee) (it 8 T
&, (hope)ffys=ii(Allen 18, 9) = XL fi 4 AT 4 -

BRI RERRBRELE R —BEENRE - AR ARTE
EWTERARLZBRACERRAMEZNGRL LAIE—ETH
B E R TLAT BRI A o e

BRI R E (R E AR R o R BB Z T 7 R A
Rt CPIRERIE-FAEW  —RETME  —RER - BEH
K EBAE RN - RESHENRE - FOBE R EF U
BAVEREZ%Y  FHAremgRERFFE—ER28 RN
MR R EGRR © (8)

PrRT AJD~ M7~ B R N ERIR AR ~ BTSN T R R mEEEI R AR
2 Sm B R LA DU ME B B B Y B A B BRI o B T ARE S
B TR IEZE(Popeyes) | T2 tI@ &MAEIVALE » B P BB R RIFtEE
FHH{E(Allen 32, 20) « 535 > fh AT HRERIY-NMEE R AT A/ VR HIZ R R (Bl Bk
BEAFFREBTIGHEE - B AT s B S LR 38 R H
V) FRLRAEE M@ TEa 2 AOREBA - BT LR - FEEE
RAEIEE TR ) iy Bt e RE PP ey AVE B E & - WRETE
"BHE - EE AV ) (Allen 32, 15) -

S A A BB T R SE I 580K  (t & BB Ly o PP EAHEY)
Mt H L - i & B R R B RS AA A SR — (4 R (W) RSB ) (Food,
Agriculture and Cities){ e - iE—{5REM-T 6 HAVHiSE =R - BAra#RKR
YE=T IR AL HEMBEHEE O LOFMBEREEZENTHEZ Z(FAO
2011:3) - JEfHE Y = A A RIRERD R T FRPI Qo (R T R Y A B A ARy e
B 7 WeAEZ A AR E e AR e dhELa s T R R 7 BT R R A R
S E ) AR A TR ? BT AR R T B AR ARV EEE ? 4 3) - £E
KB B T OB BN K AL (Dickson Despommier) ~ BRI #1528 # 25 (Laura J.
Lawson) ~ & A\ 2% U #R B (Alison Hope Alkon) ~ f5#72 (Julie Guthman)=E % 52
BN ALY R R THEE PR R T PN R DA R 2% = R T R B A O
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T A& &7 R R R TE R R B B B A L P A SR AV ~ SR BER IR R
AR IR TR B2 YRR R I T SN A e MRS R 3R R R BRI
B R ESTHERHEBEE R IERNTX . — « ERKEARTENIGEBREH S -
E—THRE AR R R HIY P R S R T IUE AR » ERSEE
O T HIRE B A 5 AR R MR — T ey Y U (Flaccavento) 5 AU LER S R
4 - FR SR SADEAY 52 R R 2 (intensive  agriculture) S8 AU Rt R BRI IS RO &
KEJ&HEDespommier 10, 26) - FEEHEAY 2 DR 52 18] M AR AR LIS 8 T 3
S A0S P S Y % B BL S S Ik T 458 (Lawson 52.3) B i 7% 55 % (Alkon and
Norgaard 289) 7K 7y e SR S B AR JE AR 28 ) TUER R BRME (Y T35 T3 SR 7 5 e Y
SEFEAEAES - WILEMEIEROTA 2 E ~ LSRR ER T F g RE -
HHMBEEER ST » AR S DIER © IRORE S &8 5 B TR
oo

BMER A+ —MLIS K » W EEERERR AR E G - IS e
(B RR B S R » Dol R S SR B B A MR E AV B L h A R R T (Y
FRffize - HE ey i PR R R IR R D - TR DU R E R B i T A e &
DIRER ERF S B E IR A - T REEAEERE - LR EEE0 T E A EE
HRIER T REBREYRAFNT T ##% ) (solution)(Chou 57) - BEARBL TSR
RELIAR ATy — K AR &S 2R TBLOB = e - BN w2 R
R KR SR T R = & A B i R A EE R I 55 H R (vertical farm) ~ {IEGE
R[] B AR R AR fl Ty 4 B AU W =T/ N RS BT R SR T Se AR I
ST B BRI R > WP — R BNy T & - B R ELSS Tt i Sy — AT
T TR BT AR > SUMPT BT B R e R 2R Ry — BRI B BT By 2
My TER ) BT BRI T R A USRS R IR EA T
HIBHTHHERMT A - ER2ARMESAIVRES - I HMZ# T EXRGTIIE
£ 1 WA E A (agrarianism) - T8 BANG A RIRFY B SR A LEIEVETERTER |
(Nabhan 7, 8) °
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# (Rafd) b UishBEBREENZEHESS B —HIZeE - 508 - 5
ERMERY NGRS - B — ~ WHEY/NCIERYIA B R A B 1L SRR i
P S Ay AR AR > G BRI T ORGE ~ dEREICA R FH BT IEAY B
RER ) ERRA R FEZ E(Nabhan 7) - A[EGAIHTRER » (BB ) ("Get
Started”) ~ { BIZEAJZ57E ) (“The Virtue of Making Do™) ~ { fif.0» ) (“Patience”) ~ { ‘& —{&
fTEIJR ) (“Be a Do Tank™) ~ (EFHYHENE ) (“Will’s Compost”™) ~ (N3 /)7 ) ("Grit”)8

CEFEEERAITHEFT) (“World without Fences”) i {51 N i E AR ELHE S S anyE
TRERTA R - BROIARER - (L ) Sl F A RS DR E S e B O AR ER
FET2) ~ (AR HIMAREDUR F ST ri ikt (Tuskegee Institute) E23E %
AGFEATER N R A B ~ Jubl AR SR A14 B AN BB E R R8s -
T T A RRAVE IR A BE AR YRR L (50) o MEARER - (EEHYIERE ) SE4H
SIS T A BRI A R Y LB ~ AUSHEAEAPBIA ~ BUURHEREAY 0 BR DUR A58
R (175-79) « S DARH B 45 Rt BH 5 8 SCRISHT o i T 45 2 L 255 B 48 B {4 T DA
# o WrRlDIBeE— (A T EE TFE 5 RS A HREGE ) W E ARG — 2 oie T4t
EIEFT ~ LERE ) AT, 174) - BEEE R R B SERT T/ s | m
ERANITNEEE - R g RN E G R EE M R RE g R E
MEITHEORAR] » e R R SRR AEN: - USRS » NimfEiEnyis
B~ BhrEEHEIERT A HAEHHEE v DR EE—E A\ B 38 5L E (senses) $H 1AE T H1H
SRERIENTE S > (Hal /it B T Sk Ty AR AR B IE S AP Ee S iy AR R E Rl
BHEPE o BEmIE— AR 2 BT R HIED R BRI RIERESS 25 R
BNFTIENREE A LUE S5 ) TR S A Bt ) 200 B RS B ES T Rk AU
(240, 242) -

f (BAARRE) (“Agrarian Ecology”)—(H » BESEARREEZR AUA4%(Gary Paul
Nabhan)f§tH » T 52 BB AR LT ROLA ~ Bk TEE
FEAD) 3 (9) 5 MECEE » WA E e S R RS g P B EE » TiiE
{2570 S LEYE A A2 PR 77 R IR At g EB R A RS EH H Q) - FEZ
T X fmigiE & Sy RS IREOBE B UA] F 20V EHIE B - £ (R afar)
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o MRS BB RE  (BEE S RRIVER - TIREIE HARAERERE - D
FSRERE A B ~ (11 - B ABRIE ZFIREE - SR A = SR E A E R LR
B REIRe ERERGR - 280 - MAVIEREE T R BRI - T
PHELEREABERIRE W - [T SR EmAsR /b - hEAKRE 25
BBk R RERN R MRS ES ST T A TERIER] - $E5
fHEHTE R EGRFF PR - BHFER R MEAAREZ — LTk
PHERTIT R AENEL - ERARBIR M —HZ RS - THERERERE
Brp o BASEARE A EE R 2 LR T 2B -
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