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Trade Space for Time? Chiang Kai-shek’s
Military Plan against Japan for North China,
1935-1937
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Abstract

Regarding Chiang Kai-shek’s strategy in the early days of the
Sino-Japanese War, scholars have often highlighted either the status of
diplomatic operations or the Battle of Shanghai; relatively speaking, the
warfare in North China after the fall of Beiping-Tianjin have not received such
high attention. This may be due to the fact that the Battle of Shanghai led to the
retreat of the Nationalist Government from its power base on the Lower Yangzi
and forced it to reshape its wartime geopolitics later. Despite the significance
of this battle, the Incident of Marco Polo Bridge in Beiping triggered the
military conflicts between China and Japan, and North China was the
battlefield parallel to Shanghai. Through an analysis of Chiang Kai-shek’s
strategy and his overall military layout for North China before and right after
the outbreak of the war, this article discusses the connotation and practice of
the so-called “trade space for time” and offers a new understanding of how

Chiang developed the war plan in the early stage of the war.
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