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On the basis of economic development, environmental protection and social justice, sustainable develop-
ment, which emphasizes the balance between economical development and the capacity of the earth, has be-
come a global consensus since the 1990s and will be the guiding philosophy in the 21st century. After the
Earth Summit 2002, the concept of sustainable development has been realized locally. Many countries have
recognized the fact that local governments play key roles in the practices of sustainable development and that
the achievement of sustainable development hinges on the commitments and actions of local governments. In
light of this, Local Agenda 21 has been formed as the guidelines for promoting and practicing local sustainable
development.

From the perspective of public management, local sustainable development is a circular operation of per-
formance management, which includes the shaping of visions, setting objectives, strategic planning, identify-
ing sustainable measures, implementation of action plans, monitoring and modifications. All these factors, as
well as citizen participation, contribute to the success of local sustainable development. In addition, this article
discusses how performance management should be evaluated as its success requires an evaluation mechanism.
A theoretical framework is outlined in this paper and is supported by real cases both domestic and overseas.
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