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Self-Assessments on Ultra-short-term Participants:

Correlation with Meta-Cognitive Strategies

Yu-Fang Kuo

Abstract

The aim of this study is to investigate ultra-short-term Japanese program
participants and understand the specific content of their selt-assessments as well
as discuss the correlation between meta-cognitive strategies and
self-assessments.

Specifically, two perspectives are analyzed through the wuse of
semi-constructed interview method of investigation: (1) After completion of the
ultra-short-term Japanese program, does the Japanese ability of students
improve? (2) What are the main factors that determine enhancement of Japanese
ability from students’ perspective?

Investigation results show that there are four types of self-assessments to
enhancement of student Japanese abilities: a) linear increase, b) gradually
increase, c¢) S-shaped curve, and d) initial increase and then steadiness. In
addition, the factors for enhancing Japanese ability are “human factors” (such as
teachers of Japanese courses, Japanese-born students, etc.) and "non-human
factors” (such as TV, menus, etc.). Most students describe enhanced Japanese
ability to be the development of socio-cultural competence. That is, students use
socio-cultural competence to transform surrounding resources into their own
resources. Students process self-assessment activities and review their own
learning curves by using meta-cognitive strategies. This can be regarded as a

part of learning self-management.

Keywords: Japanese program participants, self-assessment, meta-cognitive

strategy, semi-structured interview

Yu-Fang Kuo, PhD in Graduate School of Language and Culture, Osaka University, Japan, She is
currently Assistant Professor at Department of Foreign Languages and Literature, Feng Chia
University, Republic of China(Taiwan).
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