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The Study of Entering Underworld on
Hong Mai’s Yi Jian Zhi

—criterion and the meaning of judgment in
the law of underworld *

Lu Hsiu-Man **

Abstract

This article focuses on the issue of the underworld study based on Hong
Mai’s Yi Jian Zhi. It investgates the criterion and the meaning of the judgment in
the law of underworld, according to the collation and analysis of the underworld,
by Hong Mai in the period of Southern Song. It probes a different view of the
underworld for people in the Song Dynasty.

At first, I will analyze the bureaucratic organization of the judgment in the
underworld, which is recorded in ¥i Jian Zhi, and discuss the development and
the evolvement of the underworld’s bureaucratic organization in the Song
Dynasty, In the section, Song Bureaucracy was revealed and people’s general
cognition to the underworld was demonstrated.

Second, based on the content of judgment in the law of underworld, which
recorded on the Yi Jian Zhi, the criterion and the attentiveness to the judgment in
the law of underworld will be surveyed.

As a result, we propose to highlight new start and meaning of the judgment

in the law of underworld in the Song Dynasty by showing different stories from
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the past, such as Hong Mai who put the judgment about the behavior of abortion,
the unfair judgment, and the draconian character in the entering underworld story

of Yi Jian Zhi.

Keywords : Hong Mai, Yi Jian Zhi, the entering underworld, Song Dynasty,

point of view for the underworld, the law of underworld,

judgment
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