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The Trajectories of History: A Study on
Representations of the Cepo’ Incident

Huang-Yung Pai

M.A, Institute of Ethnic Relations and Culture
National Dong Hwa University, Shou-Feng, Hualien, Taiwan

Abstract

Drawing on the answer, “What is ‘History’?” from archives,
narration, and performance of the Amis ethnic people who live beside the
estuary area of Xiu-Gu-Luan River (Hualien, Taiwan), this thesis clarifies
the ways in which people perceive history. Human beings have learned
the abstract idea of “Time” from their perceptions as transmitted by their
surroundings.  Self-representation of time is the beginning of historical
thought. Through the perception and self-knowledge of the movement
of time, historical consciousness will eventually form historical
knowledge. The motivation of people exploring historical consciousness
is seeking understanding of a basic aspect of existence, the “wherefrom”
and “whereto” questions, and how to orientate themselves with the flow
of time. Time, as expected by one’s own innate understanding can be
infused into what has actually been or not been experienced. “Human
Zeit” is a result of individual mental activities, created by experience and
expectation to contend with oppression from “Naturzeit” or objective,
external time. The behavior of “doing history” by human beings, in fact
is to disengage from the threat of corporeal dissolution. Under a
diachronic transition, the representation of the Cepo’ estuary has been
enlarged from “a place” to an imagination of “a people” in the past, it is
alsc connected to the collective memory of the diaspora which shaped the
spread of Amis nation on the east coast of Taiwan in the modern time.
As a result of the turbulent conflict between the Qing Dynasty’s regime
and cultures in that area, the sanguinary incident was a start of arousing
their local history/consciousness.

Keywords: Pancah, Cepo’ incident, history representation, time, memory



