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Abstract

The late Tokugawa shogunate to the Meiji era was crucial period in
Japan's development towards modernization. The implementation of the
“Meiji Restoration” and the “Westernization policy” led to the rise of
“Japanese nationalism,” which resulted in conflicts between the two. These
contradictions were evident in various aspects of domestic society. This
article focuses on Hayashi Tada Masa, a Japanese arts and crafts
businessman who was active in the Parisian art scene in the 19th century.
He, a commoner, played a significant role as a bridge for international
communication between Japan and Western countries. He introduced
concepts such as Western international trade, art theory, and government
incentives and protection policies to Japan during the early stages of the
Westernization policy. His hope was for Japan to become a country that
conformed to international standards. These achievements deserve serious
consideration and exploration, enabling readers to gain a thorough

understanding of Hayashi Tada Masa.

Keywords: Meiji Restoration, Westernization policy, Japanese nationalism,
and Hayashi Tada Masa
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A 19th-century Japanese arts and crafts businessman:
Hayashi Tada Masa
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A 19th-century Japanese arts and crafts businessman:
Hayashi Tada Masa



