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A Chinese Visual and Cultural Study in the Film
Arts 1+ “The Good Earth” as an Example

Sun, Chu-Yu*  Yao, Tsun-Hsiung**

*Graduate Student , Institute of Design, National Taiwan University of Science and Technology

** Professor , Department of Visual Design, National Kaohsiung Normal University

Abstract

This paper aims to explore the cultural symbols of the film arts represented in the Chinese
culture. The theme I attempt to analyze is the “Chinese culture” in terms of the three
fields—humanism, arts, and thought. The text examined in this paper is The Good Earth (1937),
a film rearranged from the Nobel Prize winner Pearl S. Buck’s work. My research objective can
be: Visual Cultures, and Artistic Design. From the two perspectives, I try to propose my
viewpoint from the metaphoric Chinese culture and philoséphy: 1) what form of the film
artistic skills is presented; 2) how the traditional cultural signs and the ethno-iconology of the
Confucius thought is embodied. My research methodology is: first, I would employ the
historical approach by the literature review to understand what the Chinese subjectivity is and
then, I would elaborate it in view of the “Chinese iconology in the film metaphors.” Second, I
would employ Hermeneutics, through the film plot, to interpret the Chinese visual thought. My
main findings are: a) the “pseudo-signs” in the Chinese movies by the Western interpretation; b)
the Chinese values of thought embodied in the Chinese visual cultures; ¢) how the traditional
totems of the Chinese mascot are applied and the signification of the Chinese film by the

metonymy.

Keywords: visual culture, film arts, Chinese aesthetics
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