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On the Basis, Background and Significance of
Juxtaposed Comparisons between Yan Yu J§>J]
and Liu Chen-weng 2545

Ying-chieh Chen”

Abstract

In Ming dynasty documents, we find passages written by authors
with ties to the revivalist movement that juxtapose Yan Yu (11957-1245?)
and Liu Chen-weng (1232-1297). These juxtapositions are comparative in
nature, and they show that the revivalist’s view of the poetic tradition was
complex and concerned with more than just Yan’s standing and influence.
This study discusses the basis, background, and significance of texts that
juxtapose Yan and Liu for comparative purposes. It finds that both Yan
and Liu maintained that a good poem must manifest aesthetic beauty
beyond any form of language. The origin of the Yan-Liu comparison can
be found in Gao Bing’s 5% (1350-1423) interpretation of the Tangshi
pinhui 3 G52 . Moreover, the revivalist’s use of Yuan dynasty
perspectives to interpret Yan Yu’s poetic theory constitutes the primary
background for understanding the Yan-Liu comparisons. The revivalist's
view of poetic history held that Yan and Liu had moved poetry in a new

direction and opened a new phase of poetic style in China.

Key words: Yan Yu )], Liu Chenweng Z/[[Z43, revivalists in the Ming
dynasty, writings on Shifa 53 ;%, the aesthetic quality of
poetry
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