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Comparative Public Policy: An Examination
of Methodology and Its Prospect

Chang-Tay Chiou

Abstract

The study of comparative public policy is a newly emerging field in policy
sciences during the end of 1970s. The rising of these international problems such as
Greenhouse effect, AIDS, trade protection promote the needs to study these public
policies in a global and comparative basis. This author began with the
comprehensive examination of the methodology based on the concept of policy, state,
the comparative methods, and its analytical framework. The author then pointed
out that five critical problems have to be solved: (1)too many research variables; (2)
the problem of intranational diversity; (3)the division of responsibility and authority
between central and local government;(4)the bias of value judgement; and (5)the
reliability of data sources. Finally, the author urges to pay much attention to the
development of qualitative methodology, the comparison of political systems and

states, as well as the comparative study of state autonomy.
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