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Examining the Historical Memories of
SARS and COVID-19 Epidemic Prevention

and Control Measures

Tzung-Shiun Li’, Paul Lin"~

Abstract

The SARS pandemic occurred in 2003, but its pain and memory is still fresh. The
SARS outbreak highlighted the importance of disease prevention and control, and the
need for a command-and-control system that coordinates resources across ministries.
During the amendment of the Communicable Disease Control Act in 2004, it was thus
clearly stipulated that a central epidemic command center could be established in
response to pandemic prevention and control needs. The lessons learned from the SARS
prevention and control experience inspired much learning and fostered rapid response to
the COVID-19 outbreak, effectively reducing the number of fatalities and setting Taiwan
as a global public health model. This article starts with six segments of historical
memories of SARS to examine the six areas of impacts on epidemic prevention,
followed by a discussion of a total of eight actions as a reference to guide achievements

and make suggestions.
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