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Academic Regime Transformation: An Analysis of Power Elites and

Expanding Higher Education
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Abstract

The goal of this paper is to explain the expansion of higher education
in Taiwan in terms of academic regime transformation and the power held
by educational elites. To consolidate its legitimacy, the KMT controlled
all decisions involving post-secondary education leadership and resource
distribution. Crises associated with an authoritative state were the main drivers
behind academic regime transformation, with dual regimes being created
and enforced. As a result, all public university administrators were male,
with Mainland Chinese roots, and with doctorates in science or engineering
earned at foreign universities. After the lifting of martial law, the numbers
and percentages of Taiwanese-origin university presidents increased, and the
influence of military backgrounds decreased. KMT domination continues at
private universities, although there are signs of increasing diversity within
education power groups. In conclusion, the production of higher education
in Taiwan has been altered by the intersection of academic capitalism and

academic bureaucracies.

Keywords: educational power elite, higher education expansion,

marketization, academic capitalism, academic bureaucracy
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