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Abstract
Recently, Taiwan's government has promoted policies related to cultural and creative industries and 
the cultural citizenship movement. These researches not only awaken people's concerns toward their 
surrounding environment, but also increase their interactions. Recent field studies and researches by 
the author revealed that there was inadequate understanding of the development of the embroidery 
industry in Taiwan, especially in the areas of embroidery history. This study aimed to explore the 
change and development of the traditional embroidery industry in Tainan city, Taiwan.  Embroidery 
skill once symbolized the virtuous character of Taiwanese women, but now this exquisite skill has 
almost disappeared. Due to the popularity of machine processing and the gradual dissapearance of 
old, skillful artisans, the embroidery store which formerly monopolized the embroidery of religious 
objects has gradually declined. Thus, there is an urgent need to document and record the embroidery 
industry's history.  The research methods employed included documentary analysis and interviews.  The 
documentary analysis reviewed the existing literature related to the embroidery industry from newspapers, 
magazines, journals, and official statistical data. Also, the researcher arranged interviews with the local, 
skilled artisans to collect data.  The research pays special attention to the change of people's daily life 
and religious culture associated with the embroidery craft shops.  The study analyzes the locations of 
embroidery craft shops and discusses their transitions during the past few decades.  In addition, the 
background of cultural history, mentor systems, problems, and solutions are discussed. This research 
attempts to reconstruct the embroidery history and framework in Tainan.  The analysis of changes oin 
the Taiwan embroidery industry may help government to better understand the context of embroidery 
crafts. The findings also represent important references for government to promote this creative industry.  
Furthermore, it will encourage more in-depth studies about Taiwanese embroidery development and 
cultural marketing strategy.
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1.
Figure 1. Historical newspaper report about Taiwan's 

embroidery in the Nichinichi Shimbun. 
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1.  (2007 8 (1998))

Table 1.The pedigree of embroidery workshops artists in Tainan city.
(Completed in August, 2007, revised from Wang Chin Yi's original version (1998))
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2.
Figure 2.Scene of the artist working on an embroidery.
 

3.
Figure 3.A typical scene of the artists working on embroideries.

4.
Figure 4.Scene of artists working on an embroidery.

5. 
Figure 5. An incomplete embroidery.
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6.
Figure 6. Ming-Chuan road is the main area for embroidery 

workshops.
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2.

Table 2.The present status of embroidery workshops in Tainan city
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