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Analyzing Patent Development of Luggage Industry : Compare Taiwan
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ABSTRACT

Along with the change of world economy structure, many of the local luggage manufacturing companies
have moved to China or have established manufacturing facilities in China to seck lower labor costs and less
strict environmental protection laws. Therefore, the companies in Taiwan and China have become either the
competitors or the partners in the luggage industry. In order to understand the integration and division of the
luggage industry across the Strait, this research uses patent analysis as the tool to investigate the technical
merits of the companies across the Strait. 2509 and 3335 patents are collected from Taiwan and China
respectively, and related patent maps are constructed. The results show that the companies in Taiwan have
started earlier in technical development than those in China, and now are considered in technical-merit stage.
But the number of patents certified in China has grown rapidly in the recent year. Thus, the luggage
companies in China are considered to be in the growing stage. It is also found that the companies in Taiwan
focus on the development of new components of luggage, while the companies in China emphasize the design
of new appearance of the luggage. Centering different R&D categories, the companies across the Strait are
in a situation in which division and integration based on technical merits are possible.
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