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Shaping a Memorial Space for the
Deceased Taiwanese Soldiers in World
War II: A Case Study of Jihua Temple

Po-zong Chen

Abstract

Located in Beipu, Hsinchu, Jihua Temple was founded in 1961 and initially
served as a center for local beliefs among Hakka miners. It has continuously
attracted believers due to its recurrent “miracles.” Moreover, with the support
of Zhan Ching-ho, a mine owner, Jihua Temple gradually increased its local
influence by engaging in charities and keeping good relationships with the ruling
party. In the late 1970s, as a result of an oracle and an endeavor to gain profits
for the newly constructed columbarium, leaders of Jihua Temple attempted to
negotiate with Yasukuni Shrine in Japan for cooperation. In 1982 Jihua Temple
announced that it had successfully obtained the “List of Enshrined Deities” from
Yasukuni Shrine and would re-enshrine the shared spirit of Taiwanese martyrs
worshipped at the Shrine. However, Yasukuni denied that it had authorized the
List. Consequently, Jihua Temple was accused of faking the authorization and
widely criticized for misleading the public. The bad press Jihua Temple received
in the society continued until the 1990s, when the Japanese government formally
declared offering compensations to descendants of the deceased Taiwanese soldiers.
Jihau Temple voluntarily provided the applicants with required documents that the

Japanese government asked for. The temple thus turned around public opinion

Staff of the Archives of Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica; Ph. D. student,
Department of History, National Taiwan Normal University
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and has been recognized ever since as a significant venue for comrade-in-arms and

bereaved families in commemorating the war dead.

Keywords: Jihua Temple, Yasukuni Shrine, List of Enshrined Deities, Taiwanese

soldiers, bereaved families
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