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Restudy of the Government’s Building Department during the Period
of Japanese Rule in Taiwan
Yu-Hua Tsai” Min-Fu Hsu"™"
KEYWORDS: Official Documents of Former Taiwanese Governor General’s Office
ABSTRACT

Blueprints and specifications from the Official Documents of the Former Taiwanese Governor
General’s Office are considered to be important materials about the architectural history of Taiwan. The
problem is that although the blueprints and specifications might have bee utilized by different government
offices, some former studies treated them as a unified collection, interpreting the building characteristics
of different blueprints as an evolutionary sequence of the construction of Taiwanese official buildings.

The goal of this study is to investigate whether blueprints utilized by different government offices
could be considered as a unified collection, and to discuss the hierarchical relationships among the
Minister of Building and Repairs of the Taiwanese Governor General’s Office (MBRTQ), the county
governments, and the Taiwanese army.

In contrast of some former studies, the results show that not all of the official sub-architectural
departments were administrated by MBRTG. In addition, not all of the officers in different official
sub-architectural departments had working experience in MBRTG. According to the findings, future
research regarding the blueprints and specifications should consider both the diversity of and the
relationships among different official sub-architectural departments and their officers.
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