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Narratives 1n Tso-chuan and

1mage-shaping of Duke Mu of Qin
Wei-Ting Liou

Abstract

Duke Mu of Qin was filled with ambition to govern the central plain in his
lifetime. He assisted Chonger who was the prince of Jin in returning to the
throne. Then Chonger defeated Chu army in the Battle of Cheng Pu to become
an overlord. Although Duke Mu of Qin launched wars with Jin, Jin became
stronger. He expanded westward and dominated Xi-Ron instead of extending
the east territory. Perhaps, he regretted that he failed to govern the
central plain. Image-shaping of the characters depend on narratives in
Tso-chuan that necessarily involve chunqiu style, historian
writing-technique and language. Because some scholars have written the
special articles to discuss it, this article focuses on how to shape the
image of Duke Mu of Qin. Tso-chuan is not only good at image-shaping of the
characters by a single event, dialogues, and responses to highlight thoughts
as well as attitudes, but also good at battle narratives. There are many
descriptions of Duke Mu that refer to those battles between Qin and Jin.
This article tries to shape the image of Duke Mu of Qin by details and
dialogues of special incidents, diplomatic language, and the battle

narratives in Tso-chuan.

Keywords: Narratives, Tso-chuan, Image-shaping, Duke Mu of Qin
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