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A Study of Fears

Huoy-jia Tzeng*

ABSTRACT

This author used a children'sbook Franklin in the Dark by Bourgeois, P. and Clark,
B. (Scholastic, 1986) as atoal to invite her students to write their fears anonymoudy on a
small piece of paper. She then led awhole class discussion to tak about the fearsin public.
Persond relationship was the most fearful fear among al. It was mentioned 95 times
among 122 juniors who were taking “ the Principles and Methods of Teaching Elementary
Socia Studies’ in the Nationd Tape Teachers College. The students feedback dl
recommended this activity highly. They said that from this activity they have learnt what
their peers are afraid of. Knowing the fact that we are dl afraid of certain things is a
terrific experience, students commended. They aso noticed that they couldn’t tell if a
fearful thought was written by a mae or femae student. They, therefore, understand that
there€’ s no gender difference when we have a chance to share our fear under anonymous
circumstances.

*Huoy-jia Tzeng: Professor, Department of Social Studies Education
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