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Professional Improvement
in Teaching Practice:
Tradition and Reform of

German Teacher Education

Yu-hsiu Chou™

ABSTRACT

The German word “Piddagogik”, which is an equivalent term to “Erzie-
hungswissenschaft” (educational science), covers various fields of educa-
tion, ranging from educational activities to professional disciplines.
“Pidagogik” can, therefore, be divided into the theoretical and the practi-
cal fields of education, and these two fields have grown further apart with
the development of education. In Germany, efforts to integrate the theo-
retical and the practical fields of “Padagogik” became the most important
issue of education in the 1990s. Teaching practice that represents the
practical aspect of “Piddagogik” has accordingly become a crucial part of

education. A number of recent functional projects on teaching practice

will be categorized into three types and introduced here.
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