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The Third-person Effect in Survey Interview

Su-hao Tu

ABSTRACT

Interviewers are trained to conduct private interviews but
would find that the presence of others in practice is hard to avoid.
Despite of divergent conclusion, most of the previous studies sup-
port the importance of the third-person effect. This study exam-
ines the extent to which the presence of the third-person affects
survey response across three types of questions concerning fam-
ily, marriage and gender roles respectively Characterized by fact,
sensitivity, and social desiribility attributes.

The data analyzed is from Social Change Survey conducted
in 1996. The quality of response to factual questions is found
better than that to other types of questions. However, logistic
regression analysis shows that the presence of the third-person
does not affect the quality of response to three types of questions.
On the other hand, the actual response to factual and sensitive
questions varies with the presence of the third-person. The
third-person effect does not happen to the response to the ques-



BB = BERHERE

tions with social desirability.

This study does not fully support the hypotheses that the
third-person would affect the quality of response and actual
response to sensitive and social desirable questions more than
that to factual questions. However, it the findings does not
totally reject the third-person effect. In conclusion, theoretical
development and empirical studies on the third-person effect are
needed in the future.

Key Words: response effect, response quality, interview situa-
tion, the presence of the third person, social desir-
able, sensitive, and factual questions
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HECOE RS o EREIAKRRENEF 15 M A M K it &
bEEE > AMMEELEREZTECEENER » LRSI EFEN
ARJ¥ (Noelle-Neumann 1974 ; B4R E 1994) {HHEEHE—EE
HE [FE=%#%% (Third-person effects) ] B AEZBFIA
HBOASZEEHNZE - LR » AMEAERMANEERS
WRIAFr & > HECHNRBERE AN ZH AR o NBTEEETRA
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o BUEZFERS (52%)  CEENEEFESENESZ/AT=-M
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FER 0.6
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