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The Commentary of Material Culture Research Documents

Ju-Ching Li
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Abstract
This article is aimed at the area of material culture research through collecting and analyzing
the documents and tries to interpret the recent development of related research in Taiwan.
According to the arrangement, the feature of crossing field in material culture research and the
diversification of its themes were figured out. From cultural anthropology, museology to culture
research, environmental psychology to production design, although the research directions from
different areas are not the same, but it is sure that Things has gencrally become an important
characteristic in human culture. From the point of design, these related areas could be sorted by
life cycle of Things - design, manufacture, sale, consumption, use and capture, its time axle is
as a sort. It shows ihe main ambit, which is followed with interest by different areas, and the
overlapped relations among them. If this order can be followed to combine each area and to
discuss its overall theme of material culture, more details and general ideas about the
relationships between human and Things could be reached, and it is the goal of researchers to

keep working on.

Key Word: material culture + museology - culture research
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