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Table 1. The distribution of diagnosis in psychiatric emergence patients categorized

by legal status (N=3054)

Non-severe patients Severe patients Total
N (%) N (%) N(%)

Schizophrenia* 247 (34.6) 943 (40.3) 1190 (39.0)
Mood disorder 130 (18.2) 499 (21.3) 629 (20.6)
Substance related disorder 91 (12.7) 257 (11.0) 348 (11.4)
Organic psychosis 22 ( 3.1) 92 ( 3.9) 114 ( 3.7)
Other psychosis* 32 ( 4.5 171 ( 7.3) 203 ( 6.6)
Neurotic/personality disorder** 73 (10.2) 86 ( 3.7) 159 (¢ 5.2)
Others 120 (16.8) 291 (12.4) 411(13.5)
* p<0.01
*# p<0.001 (Chi-square test)
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Table 2. Comparison of legal status before and after emergency intervention

Arriving ER
Legal status Non-severe Severe Total
N (%) N (%) N (%)
Leaving ER
Non-severe 653 ( 91.3%) 497 ( 21.3%) 1150 ( 37.7%)
Severe 62 ( 8.7%) 1835 ( 78.7%) 1897 ( 62.3%)
715 (100 %) 2332 (100 %) 3047 (100 %)

By McNemar’s test: % >=336.95, p<0.001
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Table 3. The comparison of clinical characteristics between non-short staying and short
staying in psychiatric emergency setting

Total Non — short Short staying P value'
staying
N (%) N (%) N (%)
Total visits 3054 (100) 1336 (43.7) 1718 (56.3)
Causes of visit®
Aggression to others 848 (27.8) 253 (18.9) 595 (34.6) <0.001
Destructive behavior 1421 (46.5) 491 (36.8) 930 (54.1) <0.001
Substance intoxication, withdrawal, 240 ( 7.9) 107 ( 8.0) 133 ( 7.7) NS
or side effect
Suicide, self — harm 285 ( 9.3) 85( 6.4) 200 (11.6) <0.001
Conscious disturbance 96 ( 3.1) 32(24) 64 ( 3.7) NS
Anxiety 56 (1.8) 33 (2.5) 23 ( 1.3) <0.01
Acute psychosis due to stress 33 ( 1.1) 14 ( 1.0) 19 ( 1.1) NS
Worsening of psychotic symptoms 24 ( 0.8) 17 ( 1.3) 7(04) <0.01
Others 719 (23.5) 488 (36.5) 231 (13.4) <0.001
Diagnosis
Schizophrenia 1190 (39.0) 539 (40.3) 651 (37.9) NS
Mood disorder 629 (20.6) 257 (19.2) 372 (21.7) NS
Substance-related disorders 348 (11.4) 139 (10.4) 209 (12.2) NS
Organic mental disorders 114 ( 3.7) 48 ( 3.6) 66 ( 3.8) NS
Other psychosis 203 ( 6.6) 65( 4.9) 138 ( 8.0) <0.001
Neurotic or personality disorder 159 ( 5.2) 93 ( 7.0) 66 ( 3.8) <0.001
Undetermined or other diagnosis 411 (13.5) 195 (14.6) 216 (12.6) NS
Legal status
Non-severe patients 715 (23.4) 559 (41.9) 156 ( 9.1) <0.001
Severe patients 2339 (76.6) 777 (58.1) 1562 (90.9) <0.001
Disposition®
OPD 1704 (55.8) 1012 (75.8) 692 (40.3) <0.001
Admission 1139 (37.4) 253 (19.0) 886 (51.6) <0.001

1. Chi-square test

2. Total percentage>100% due to the causes of visits may be greater than one.
3. This item does not include transferring due to medical condition and against advice discharge.
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Table 4. The comparison of clinical characteristics between transferring OPD and admission

in psychiatric emergency setting

Total' OPD Admission P value?
N (%) N (%) N (%)
Total visits 3054 (100) 1704 (55.8) 1139 (37.3)
Causes of visit®
Aggression to others 848 (27.8) 308 (18.0) 488 (42.8) <0.001
Destructive behavior 1421 (46.5) 639 (37.5) 683 (60.0) <0.001
Substance intoxication, withdrawal, 240 ( 7.9) 153 (1 9.0) 60 ( 5.3) <0.001
or side effect ;
Suicide, self — harm 285 ( 9.3) 131 ( 7.7) 137 (12.0) <0.05
Conscious disturbance 96 ( 3.1) 49 ( 2.9) 33 (29 NS
Anxiety 56 ( 1.8) 55( 3.2) 1(0.1) <0.001
Acute psychosis due to stress 33( 1.1) 22 ( 1.3) 9(0.8) <0.001
Worsening of psychotic symptoms 24 ( 0.8) 17 ( 1.0) 3(0.3) <0.01
Others 719 (23.5) 576 (33.8) 103 ( 9.0) <0.001
Diagnosis
Schizophrenia 1190 (39.0) 608 (35.7) 512 (45.0) <0.001
Mood disorder 629 (20.6) 340 (20.0) 256 (22.5) NS
Substance-related disorders 348 (11.4) 212 (12.4) 106 ( 9.3) NS
Organic mental disorders 114 ( 3.7) 54 (3.2) 36 (13.2) NS
Other psychosis 203 ( 6.6) 110 ( 6.5) 78 ( 6.8) NS
Neurotic or personality disorder 152 ( 5.2) 129 ( 7.6) 23 ( 2.0) <0.001
Undetermined or other diagnosis 411 (13.5) 251 (14.7) 128 (11.2) NS
Legal status
Non-severe patients 715 (23.4) 637 (37.3) 50 ( 4.4) <0.001
Severe patients 2339 (76.6) 1067 (62.7) 1089 (95.6) <0.001

1. The total number of visits include transferring due to medical condition and against advice discharge

that are not on this table.
2. Chi-square test

3. Total percentage >100% due to the causes of visits may be greater than one.
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Abstract trom Original Article

The Clinical Features of Patients Admitted to
Emergency Service in a Psychiatric Hospital

Chun-Tse Chen, M.D.%, Chiao-Chicy Chen, M.D.’, Teng-Yi Chen, M.D?,
Jung-Yu Tsai, M.D.}, Jen-Cheng Hung, M.D.!, Wei-Herng Hu, M.D."

Objective: This study reviews clinical data
concerning emergency services provided in a
psychiatric hospital. Methods: It was con-
ducted in an emergency room of a psychiatric
teaching hospital. Data was collected from
October 1994 to December 1995 on 3054
emergency visits. Results: Of 3054 patients,
53.6% were male, 46.4% were female, and
the mean age of the patients was 34.8 + 0.2
(male: 34.1 £ 0.3, female: 35.6 + 0.3). The
symptoms most frequently demonstrated by
patients were destructive behaviors toward ob-
jects, followed by violent behaviors toward
people. The most common diagnosis was schi-
zophrenia (39.0 %), followed by mood disorder
(20.6 %), and substance-related disorder (11.4
%). According to Mental Health Law, 76.6 %
were classified severe patients; 56.3 % were in
the emergency short-stay unit, and among

them, 17.7% were put in a seclusion room.
After acute intervention, the psychotic severity
improved and only 37.4 % of patients required
admission, while 2.1% needed referral to a
general hospital for treatment of other medical
conditions. Conclusion: The study suggests :1)
There is a steady increase of emergency visits,
indicating an increased need for new psychiat-
ric services including emergency services. 2) A
short-stay unit is necessary in cases requiring
clinical consideration. 3) The assessment of
legal status in terms of Mental Health Law is
important in clinical diagnoses. 4) Substance-
related disorders are becoming the main issue
in psychiatric emergency services, especially
alcohol-related disorders. 5) Strengthening of
the delivery system for psychiatric emergency
patients is mandatory. (Full Text in Chinese)
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