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Rethinking the “Man of Reason” in

Modern Politics: A Perspective from the
Women’s Work during the War of
Resistance against Japan

Chen-cheng Wang”

Abstract

This article reflects on the assumption of the “man
of reason” in modern politics based on a case study of
women’s traimning during the War of Resistance against
Japan mm Changhua County, Zhejiang. According to the
general discourse of intellectual women, rural women
could not be well-mobilized until they had been
emancipated from the “semi-feudal” society. In actual
practice, this conception itself made the training difficult
because of its poor understanding of rural women's
potential and real needs. Only when those cadres began
to appreciate the gender identity of rural women, was
significant progress made. By analyzing the case of

women’s training in Changhua County, which inevitably
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departed from the discourse of emancipation, this article
argues that Chinese women’s so-called “irrationality,”
compared to the assumption of the “man of reason,” has
greater applicability i world history and modern

politics.

Keywords: imtellectual women, rural women, emancipation, man of
reason, irrationality



156 AR i 2 s ST - 26 36 M



