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Abstract

Paul claims that he does not preach the Gospel through words of
wisdom, thus seemingly rejecting the use of rhetoric in preaching. But
Karl A. Plank has pointed out Paul’s masterful use of rhetoric, noting
that the center of Paul’s Gospel was even constructed using the rhetoric
of irony. Building on the insights of Plank, I will show that Paul dealt
with issues in Corinth through the use of rhetoric; nevertheless, I will
propose that the major rhetorical device he uses is paradox rather than
irony.

The rhetoric of irony can be defined as a way of speaking in which
the speaker really intends to express the opposite of the verbal meaning,
whereas the rhetoric of paradox can be defined as a way of speaking
in which the speaker simultaneously preserves both the verbal meaning
and the opposite of the verbal meaning. Through the combination of
contradictory meanings, the speaker guides the audience to explore the
truth which 1s hidden behind this contradiction. From these definitions,
we can deduce that paradox also includes the function of irony, because
it expresses the opposite of verbal meaning in addition to preserving the
verbal meaning. Therefore when we analyze texts, we must judge whether
Paul completely rejected the verbal meaning or not. If Paul exclusively
expressed the opposite meaning, then that would be rhetoric of irony; if
Paul simultaneously kept both the verbal and the opposite meaning, then
that would be rhetoric of paradox.

Through a rhetorical analysis of the basis of Paul’s argument, I find
that Paul established the paradox of the cross as the paradigm of his
argument in 1 Cor 3:18- 4:21. He applied the richness of the rhetoric of

paradox as his strategy of persuasion. On the one hand Paul subverted
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the point of view of the Corinthians through the ironic part of the
paradox, while on the other hand encouraging them to consider the
hidden truth of the cross by his use of the tension between affirmation
and contradiction inherent in paradox. Paul established the paradox
of the cross as a major criterion to persuade the Corinthians to forsake
their longing for status, to imitate Paul in being foolish, weak, and
humble for the sake of Christ, and to cooperate with each other to build

community according to their respective gifts.

Keywords: 1 Corinthians, irony, paradox, rhetoric, cross
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24 Plank, Paul and the Irony of Affliction, 28-29.

25 Edward P. J. Corbett, Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student, 3rd ed. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1990), 456-58; S. H. Mellone, “Paradox,” 9: 632 4} » Mt (paradox)
FHHISRE (antithesis) MNLAERA] - ZFHFEELZ R R AR E RIERHL - R0 > MaEd
ERHLRFEER -G - B—EA - @—64F L MOERRRER S EE] - A
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FHREEREREEEENLGE - ERMES - LSRR - TSR - 25
FFEHIED - Holland ZEE 7 DIERIE A B IRVEREMEE (normative value) ZKIMT
B IRAEZEE T RGN, - BrTRe A R R -
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