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It6 Jinsai and His Humanistic Reading of the Analects
— An Inquiry into the Interpretations of Confucius’
“Understanding the Decree of Heaven”

Koyasu, Nobukuni *
Jing-hwei Chen **

Abstract

The present article analyzes the Tokugaku Confucianist It6
Jinsai’s interpretive strategy for re-reading Confucius’ notion of
“Decree of Heaven” and his attack against the Sung Neo-Confucian
interpretation of Confucius. It is argued that Chu Hsi interpreted the
“Decree of Heaven,” in the context of Sung Neo-Confucian
linguisticality, as the cosmological basis of human existence. In
contrast, Ité Jinsai re-read the Analects in the context of the concret
situatedness in which Confucius spoke of the “Decree of Heaven.” In
this way, Itd Jinsai became able to claim the “ancient meaning” of
Confucius. It is in this typical Kogigaku School’s method of reading
the Confucian classics that the humanistic meanings of Confucius

resumed.

Key words : 1té6 Jinsai, Confucius, Analects, Decree of Heaven,
Kogigakuha
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