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Japanese adjective of female description in “-i onna”

Lai, Jiin-chiueh

Department of Japanese Language and Culture, Soochow University, Taiwan

Abstract

The language shows the characteristic, the thoughtway, and the sense of values
of the society. This paper is consideration of the female description in Japanese by
the adjective that co-occurs with “onna”. The adjective in Japanese is considerably
fewer than the verb-adjective in the number. However, the use frequency is much
more than the verb-adjective. And, the most is “wago”. Because the most is Japanese,

LE I 11

the thoughtway of Japanese race is shown more than “kango” “gairaigo”. It is
understood that the features figure is paid to attention most in the female description
in Japanese as a result of consider. It is judged that the female criterion of a Japanese
society is “wakai, utukushii, yoi, kawaii, atarasii” because there are a lot of

expressions by these words.

Key Words: Japanese, adjective, female description, evaluation, view on woman
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