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ABSTRACT

Aluminum alloys (AAs) 5052 and 6061 are materials widely used for packaging in the
electronics industry. Surface treatments involving electrochemical techniques such as direct
current and alternating current etching in acid solutions become more important nowadays. The
corrosion behavior of AA5052 and AA6061 in HCI solutions was of interest and compared in this
work. In addition, sulfuric acid was added in the foregoing solution to explore its effect on the
corrosion of these two alloys. DC electrochemical measurements demonstrated the corrosion
potential of AA5052 was lower than that of AA6061, and the corrosion current density of AA5052
was greater than that of AA6061. An examination on the corrosion morphology indicated AA5052
suffered from more severe corrosion than AA6061. The worse resistance of AAS5052 to corrosion
was ascribed to a higher content of Mg that is relatively active and easy to corrode. After an AC
etching process, AAS5052 revealed severe corrosion and pits were observed on the surface.
Furthermopre, darkish corrosion products almost covered the entire surface. In comparison,
AA6061 displayed only slight corrosion with numerous small pits distributing more uniformly on
the surface. The addition of sulfuric acid in the HCI solution led to less severe uniform corrosion
but enhanced pitting corrosion on these alloys.
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Table 1 Chemical Compositions of 5052 and 6061 Aluminum Alloys
Alloy Cu Si Fe Mn Mg Zn Cr Al
5052 0.10 0.25 0.40 0.40 2.5 0.10 0.20 balance
6061 0.23 0.60 0.70 0.25 0.8 0.25 0.28 balance
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Figure 1 = Schematic of the experimental system.
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Figure 3 The Tafel polarization diagram of the 5052 aluminum alloy in different HCI concentration (a) 0.1 N and (b) 1

N with different H,SO, concentration added.
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Figure 4 Polarization diagrams of the 6061 aluminum alloy in different HCI solutions of (a) 0.1 N and (b) 1 N with

various amounts of added H,SO,.
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