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Abstract

This essay got its inspiration from the intriguing phenomenon that mem-
bers of lesbian, gay, and queer communities show a certain liking for the name
of “nation” to call themselves, obviously just for a joke in most of the cases
because of the seeming impossibility of taking it too seriously. Yet the fol-
lowing two questions at least should be asked about this phenomenon: (1) what
kind of implicit assumptions that people harbor about “nation” can be glimp-
sed in such an act of self-naming; and (2) what if this act of proclaiming one-
self as a “nation” is taken seriously? To answer the first question, I select
three cases of representative value for a close analysis: (1) several Taiwanese
examples, ranging from calling the local homosexual/gay community as “our
kingdom” (Pai Hsien-yung), “confederation,” to “republic”—all to the effect of
interpellating a subject position for identity and even movement; (2) the radi-
cal activist group Queer Nation, which insisted on intervening in the public
sphere of the nation “with a camp inflection”; (3) the lesbian feminist project
of a Lesbian Nation, whose political stance of separatism pushed the name to
its most literal realization. Based on such an analysis, the essay at last puts
forth the daring proposal that, for lesbian, gay, and queer communities, build-
ing a “nation” of one’s own in the principle of self-determination should be
seriously pursued as a utopian vision, rather than carelessly dismissed as an
insignificant jest. For it seems only a utopian vision is capable of saving
such structurally subordinate groups from the despair of dire times and keep-
ing up the fighting spirit. And, hopefully, the idea of “nation” could also be
transfigured at the same time as queers also seek to build “their own
nation(s).”
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H—BAaeRFREALY  EAXRRETOERNLET 2FHA S
ARABEICEHMGERE S BHAEMEE>—BAAEN - AA
AAdA EABMAMZ K4 5 % o (Berlant and Freeman,
1992: 154)

R LU FTEE % BB A LB #MK P (cultural hybridity)
KR > ALFERBFRIERAFINEE  EFEF AL FES
BEEBMARAEELFCARBHE EEPEANRMEEZ — » BER
BT S SRR R E CH TR RED
HWEEEANTERZIRFENEENOEE > T EEATBERE
o HER o ERE MK HTE WEEBRER ERERERE
BEFHIRARE > FEEDHE > B ANBETHMRE » iR
E (AR REEE T —S B X R EGET » PREEGFSGEVIREE
LEHIETEK RO ERPEFPIIESE T =+t itk
Fid» BIE—F » Fa+8ER “HERR" BITHEEE03E
FREREHTH > RETENBERFERENEL » A2ERIE
FIERE o Hrh > fIREREAR R 2HEMNESERE > THETHE
IR @SR B S A R B R A B TR SULE
W > —~EEAND ABRBTAHRRLORE S 2 REGE E MM “BIRERK

(nation-state)” B HIEIG R EER /1T EFHHE A (Held,
1990 ; —ERKEAIE R : Richmond, 1984) AT EST##AR “H
BB BIRHES S HERENES > BRMPECCERIATHES D
H—RREEEHEMNESR Mann, 1993) ; BRIEME “BHREK"
F—RBEEex - BRBEEXBW “WEEE (the will to
nation)” > BIEBEME L (to be/come) —EERWE SRS —
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