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Abstract

This paper departs from this empirical puzzle: Why are migrant contract workers
trapped in a circumstance of “legal servitude” as opposed to the situation that
undocumented migrants gain higher wages and enjoy enlarged freedom? The
problematization of “runaway migrants” mirrors the stringent control and discipline
imposed upon migrant workers in Taiwan. I underscore three major mechanisms of
control in the “guest worker” system: quota controls and other rules that render
migrants transient and immobile; aggravated competition among recruitment agencies;
and deprivation of the freedom for workers to transfer employers freely. In such a
highly regulated market, multiple forms of “fictitious commodities™ have been created,
such as quotas, job orders and passports. As a result, the state regulations punish those
who abide by the law and induce the formation of irregular migration— undocumented
migrants can escape the bondage of servitude and enjoy some “free illegality” in
unauthorized employment.
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R SeHi 234 IR A R RTE RSO M AR 1E ARk Ik i » e H G
EAUERFEE  AxERthmBRMAEAEY - B2 &
1998-1999 SE AR LA 2003 EH AT > MK T +—Fih
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