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An Investigation of the Chuangqi huikao

Changfeng Deng

Abstract

The Chuangi huikao {53&55% (also known as the Yuefu kaolue) is
the largest, and therefore the most valuable opera text in the history of
Chinese opera. Over the last several decades, while scholars have fre-
quently discussed the compilation of the Quhai zongmu tiyao g H
22 and its revised edition by Dong Kang and Du Yingtao, there has
been no hurther exploration of its original source, the Chuangt huikao.
What are the origins of the Chuangi huikao? What were the views of its
author (or authors)? What is the status of the Chuanqgi huikao in the
history of opera bibliographies, and what is its value to scholars perfor-
ming textual research on operas written during the late-Ming/early-
Qing. These are all issues worthy of in-depth research. In the present
paper, lithographic and handwritten copies of the Chuangi huikao from
the early Republican Period are used to explore these issues.

Key Words: Chuanqi huikao {H38%, Yuefu kaolue S5 0%, Quhai
zongmu tiyao BhiE#AH{RE, Chinese opera




