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Cross-genre Integration of Popular Fiction:
A Study on Fact and Fiction in Jin Yong’s
Novels

Pao-chun Lin

Abstract

Chinese popular fiction @5/ \&7 can be divided into different genres
according to theme. Each genre has its own unique features in regard to
plot, narrative, character types and setting. Although there are overlap-
ping areas among these genres, these overlaps may serve as a founda-
tion for mutual cooperation and development.

The characteristic features of the knight-errant novel ®/{%/N3& in-
clude traditional weaponry and the fictionalized “vagabond world” T34
5. In its use of historical events, knight-errant fiction is akin to the
historical novel. The emphasis on historical truth in the latter, however,
sets it clearly apart from the knight-errant novel. How can these two
different genres, one real and one fictional, be integrated into a single
form? The knight-errant novels of Jin Yong 48 provide an example
worthy of discussion.

Jin Yong always writes his knight-errant novels within a historical
framework. In his skillful blend of fact and fiction, he successfully
draws on the strengths of the historical novel, making his works classics
of the knight-errant genre. Nevertheless, Jin Yong’s obsession with his-

tory also causes certain flaws in his writing. In his depiction of real his-

torical figures, he fails to draw a clear line between reality and ﬁctlon :

On the whole, however, Jin Yong’s experiment is quite succéséf}il, and
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can serve as a model for cross-genre integration in the various fictional

genres.

Key Words: Chinese popular fiction 5&{4/, knight-errant novel g%
/I, historical novel, Jin Yong 4Jf, cross-genre integra-
tion




