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A Study on the Contestation between Ruan Kan and
Ji Kang within the “Four Discourses on Whether
Dwellings with or without Fortune and

Misfortune Nourish Life”

Chiu Kuan-ru”
Abstract

In large part due to the sheer length of the contestation, the “four
discourses on whether dwellings with or without fortune and misfortune nourish
life” £ M X 1% 4E PUGER, which comprises four texts authored by Ruan Kan
Befi (2-2?) and Ji Kang #55R (223-263) anchored in the concept of “nourishing
life,” have received few in-depth analyses. Deeply influenced by Wang Chong
F7¢ (27-97), Ruan claimed that dwellings lack fortune and misfortune because
one cannot alter destiny, or nature, by seeking to change it. However, Ruan Kan
had been born in a prestigious Confucian family, which gave Ji Kang a good
reason to retort with questions such as why does the Book of Changes state:
“treading the path of honesty and being observant of letting nature take its own
course” JE{E ENE? In response to Ji’s challenge, Ruan took the example of “fulfilling
one’s nature through continuous cultivation” ¢4 7£ 1%, thereby attempting to amend
problems left from the theory of fixed destiny, as well as proposing that one should
engage in self-cultivation and “fulfill one’s destiny through honesty and observance”
{ENERAT despite the fact that it cannot be altered. On the other hand, advocating
for the idea of interdependence, Ji Kang proposed that there should be an “equal
emphasis on the hidden and the visible” #{HHI:7%; hence, just as a dwelling can
be proven to be auspicious, it assists in the realization of the self. Based on this,
Ji provided an explanation that embraces both sides of the argument—a house is
neither with nor without good or bad fortune, rather simultaneously being both.
Accordingly, our understanding of Ji Kang’s view on nourishing life is no
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longer restricted to what was proposed in his “Discourse on Nourishing Life”

A .
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