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Heaven and Earth, Separated or United?
Observations on the Controversies Concerning the State Sacrifice

of Jiao During the Jiajing Reign of the Ming Dynasty

Rebecca Lien Chang *
Abstract

The solemn state sacrifice of Jiao XBfE, a part of the institution of the tra-
ditional imperial rites, was supposedly based on the ancient classics; however,
in practice it often became the focus of controversy over differing interpreta-
tions, with no final conclusion being reached on the issue for a thousand years.
The crux of the debate revolved around the topic of “united” or “separated”
rites of offering to Heaven and Earth. Until the time of the Jiajing $ZJH reign
of the Ming dynasty, the separated offering rite was changed to the united
form. In the ninth year of the Jiajing period, the emperor Shizong 1’ opened
an arena of ritual discussion, asking his subjects to publicly express their own
points of view regarding the state sacrifice of Jigo. The subjects all meticu-
lously examined the sources of the ritual institution, as well as the explanations
of ritual meaning, and most of their expositions supported the so-called
“united offering rite” & fE, which had been against the original intention of
Shizong, who had in fact expected the “separated offering rite” 4371€ to be
upheld. Through the exchanges and conflicts between the sovereign and his
subjects, the theories and political ideas of the latter can be seen, and constitute

a unique topic of research. The dispute in past dynasties regarding the

* Rebecca Lien Chang is an assistant professor in the Department of History at National Dong

Hwa University.
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“separated” or “united” offering rites reached its peak and also concluded
during the Jiajing period. Henceforth, the separated offering rite to Heaven and

Earth became the standard practice of the state sacrifice of Jiao until the end of
the Qing dynasty.

Keywords: state sacrifice of Jiao %B#E, offering rites to Heaven, ceremony,
Jiajing £, Ming dynasty




