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Internal Resistance:
Secret Anti-Japanese Movements under the
Manzhou Government in Manchuria

Sunyoung Park”
Abstract

This paper analyzes the role of a previously ignored hidden component of
the anti-Manzhou and Japanese resistance in Manchuria from 1931-45. This
resistance came from all strata of Manchurian and Chinese society, including
those Chinese living in Japan and permeated all levels of their respective soci-
eties—from the working class to powertul elites. The author argues that these
people encompassed a distinct group in that they did not recognize the legiti-
macy of the Manzhou Government and offered neither open resistance nor
open cooperation, but rather appeared to lead normal lives under Manzhou
control. This hidden resistance organized secret anti-Manzhou and -Japanese
activities with the purpose of undermining and ousting both powers. In order to
understand this internal resistance this paper uses sources such as oral history
from those who actively participated in it and its meetings, court confessions,
and Guomin Party and Japanese official documents. This paper also attempts
to ascertain the impact and effectiveness of those in the Guomin Party and
other social elites in secret internal resistance activities, and to evaluate the

influence of such activities on Manchurian society.

*  Sunyoung Park is a professor in the Division of Humanities and Social Science at Poﬁaﬁgﬂ
University of Science and Technology in Pohang, Korea. L
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