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Reproducing the Structure of a Rhyme Table: A
Study of the Phonological Features of Yinxue Mishu

Li Bo-han™
Abstract

Through an analysis of Tu Qian’s #&f mixed rhyme table “Sisheng
jingweitu DUEELL4%[E" published in his Yinxue mishu 3E2F)E, this paper
aims to show how he began by imitating his predecessors but went on to
successfully establish his own phonological theory. I also investigate the
history of circulation of the table’s structure to understand its establishment
and phonological features. The first section explains why the table has been
criticized and then presents a new understanding of the motivation behind its
writing by examining the structure of its content. The next section investigates
the development of the prototype table and its influence by drawing upon the
history of Chinese phonology and related materials, describing the process of
dissemination of the rhyme table structure, and explaining the Zhengyin Fi%
theory behind this kind of imitative framework. The third section compares
each of the phonological features of the “Sisheng jingweitu” included in
Yinyue mishu with those of Huangji tuyun EFR[EEE, to reveal the latter’s
influence on the former. In the final section I reflect on the phonological
features of Yinxue mishu and try to put the phonological system of the mixed
rhyme table into perspective. Imitating the structure of Huangji tuyun, Yinxue
mishu has long been considered an insignificant, plagiaristic work. However,

* Li Bo-han is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Chinese Literature at National Tsing Hua

University, Hsinchu.
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this imitative phenomenon itself exemplifies the reproduction of a particular
phonological theory. If we are able to properly interpret the dissemination of
the imitative structure of rhyme tables in terms of the history of Chinese
phonology, this will considerably support our understanding of the
phonological features and background of the mixed rhyme table.

Keywords: Sisheng jingweitu VUE 4L 4 [E], Yinxue mishu ZFEHE, rhyme
table structure, circulation of phonological thought, Zhengyin
% theory
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