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Treatment of Laryngeal Cancer at Buddhist Tzu Chi General Hospital

Hung-Pin Wu, Lee-Ping Hsu, Peir-Rong Chen

Department of Otolaryngology, Buddhist Tzu Chi General Hospital, Hualien, Taiwan

ABSTRACT

Objective: The treatment of laryngeal cancer involves changes in patients' phono-function and living habits. There-
fore, patients seem apprehensive about treatment. This report retrospectively analyzes our cases at Tzi Chi General
Hospital. Patients and Methods: From August 1990 to August 1999, 51 patients living in the Hua-Tung area were
diagnosed with a pathological report of squamous cell carcinoma of the larynx and treated in our hospital. Stage 1/11
cancer patients received either radiation or partial laryngectomy and stage I1I/IV patients received a total laryngectomy
with or without adjuvant therapy. Those cases were followed until March 2001 and analyzed by variety categories,
including sex, age, stage, survival rate and so on. Results: There were 43 men and 8 women with ages ranging from 33
to 90 years. Twenty-six patients had stage I/II and 25 had stage I1I/IV disease. The estimations of each group's five-
year survival rate were 92.3% and 52.3% respectively. The five-year survival rate of all the patients was 73.1%. Due to
personal reasons, 31.4% (16 cases) of patients discontinued or delayed treatment for over one month. The average
length of delay was 3.6 months. Conclusion: The lower social-economic status of the patients and the difficulty in
accessing medical care in the Hua-Tung area caused delay in treatment. However the treatment results of laryngeal
cancer were excellent. We should educate the general public in the Hua-Tung area to achieve early diagnosis and
treatment. (Tzu Chi Med J 2001; 13:217-222)
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