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Seroepidemiological Study of Hepatitis C Virus Infection In
the Hsin-Chu Area, Taiwan

NENG-YEoU HWU CHIA-KWUNG FAN! WEN-CHENG CHUNG! CHENG-Y1 WANG?
Yu-Me! Hsuer® Hsen-Ho Cren* CHIN-FonG LIN® TSeN-TEN Su®

Yun-SHIUN JonGg?

Department of Laboratory Medicine, Internal Medicine’, Provincial Chu-Tung Hospital, Hsin-Chu, Taiwan;
Center for Aboriginal Health Research’, Department of Microbiology and Immunology?, Department of Public
Health?®, School of Medical Technology*, School of Family Medicine®, Taipei Medical College,

Taipei, Taiwan; Wu-Fong Basic Medical Unit®, Hsin-Chu, Taiwan

The aim of this study is to investigate the seroprevalence of hepatitis C virus infection among different popula-
tions in the Hsin-Chu area. From July 1994 to June 1996, a total of 890 serum samples, including 589 serum samples
from HaKKa Chinese, 33 serum samples from MinNan Chinese and 286 serum samples from aborigines, were tested
JSor anti-hepatitis C antibodies by means of a 2nd generation enzyme immunoassay. Results showed that the overall
seropositive rate was 7.6%. The seropositive rate was 12.1% for the MinNan group, 8.0% for the HaKKa group and
6.3% for the aboriginal group (p>0.05). The seropositive rate was 16.1% in the age group over 80 years old, 15.2% in
the 70 to 79 year age group, 20.9% in the 60 to 69 year age group, 17.3% in the 50 to 59 year age group, 3.8% in the
40 to 49 year age group, 8.9% in the 30 to 39 year age group, 5.0% in the 20 to 29 year age group, 1.0% in the 10 to
19 year age group and 0.0% in the 0 to 9 year age group. There is a slight increase with age. No significant difference
in seropositive rates was observed between males (7.4%) and females (8.0%) (p>0.05). No significant difference in
seropositive rates was observed in people living north or south of theYou-Row river (p>0.05). A review of the history
of 66 seropositive persons revealed that the percentages of blood transfusion, frequent medical injections and
hemodialysis were 65.2%, 43.9% and 6.1%, respectively. (Tzu Chi Med J 1998; 10: 305-310)

Key words: seroepidemiological study, hepatitis C virus, Hsin-Chu area

Received: May 25, 1998, Revised: July 1, 1998, Accepted: October 16, 1998
Address reprint requests and correspondence to: Lecturer Chia-Kwung Fan, Center for Aboriginal Health Research, Taipei
Medical College, 250, Wu Hsin Street, Taipei, Taiwan

310 HEE= Tzu Chi Med J 1998 = 10 - No. 4



