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The Requirements and the Selecting Process for Practicum Sites, Cooperating
Teachers and Supervisors for Early Childhood Teacher Training Program

Lily Chiang, Su-Hui Chou, Liwei Sun, Wen-ying Hsieh

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine the requirements and the selecting process for sites,
cooperating teacher and supervisors for the student teachers of the early childhood teacher
training program.

The process of investigation includes pilot inquiry, panel discussion and survey. The tools
for investigation include a pilot questionnaire, an interview guide and a final questionnaire.23
persons, including college professors, administrators,direcotrs, teachers and college students in
the field of early childhood education, were interviewed. 530 persons, includingcollege
professors, administrators, directors, teachers and college students in the field of early childhood
education, were surveryed.

Based on the results of the interviews and surveys, the suggestions of this study are as
follow:

1.The requirements for practicum sites should be flexible and could be based either on the
suggested general requirements or on the three aspects of admininstration, equipment, and
curriculum and teaching.

2.The requirements for cooperating teachers should be flexible and could be based either on
the suggested general requirements or on the three aspects of professionalism, the capability of
supervision and the capability of teaching.

3.The requirements for supervisors should be flexible and could be based either on the
suggested general requirements or on the two aspects of professionalism and the capability of
supervision.

4.Teachers colleges or the selecting committee should be in charge of the selecting process.

5.For an efficient selecting process, this study also suggests that (a)selecting accredited
sites; (b)encouraging the participation of kindergartens; (c)encouraging the participation of
cooperating teachers; (d)preparing handbooks for cooperating teachers to follow; (e)setting the

range of advanced cooperating teachers to be supervisors; (f)allowing student teachers to select



their own sites; (g)strengthening the cooperation between the selecting committee and teachers

colleges.



