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8 2B Gadamer, H (1991) Truth and method (2nd revised ed.) (J Weinsheimer & D Marshall trans.) New York
Crossroad.
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12 BRI B B E 8 (intersubjectivity)BYHES + 2BBuber, M (1965). Between man and man (R G. Smith Trans ).

New York Macmillan
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Limits and Possibilities in Report-Writing:
To Those Who Care for Interpretive Inquiry

Hornfay Cherng

Graduate School of Elementary Education

ABSTRACT

I use letter-writing as a contrasting form of communication to highlight the limitations and
possibilities of writing interpretive inquiry. My discussion is presented deliberately in a letter form.

I argue that the letter has the potential for crossing boundaries, whereas the academic paper has
the tendency toward boundary-preserving. The purpose of letter is to pass through the distance
between two persons apart from each other, so that both parties are reconnected in a certain way.
The distance could be geographic, social, cultural, racial, gender-related, political, and economic.
Because we are free to decide what we want to say and whom we want to write with our letter, a
possibility of crossing boundaries is always open to us. Yet, although the academic paper is a form
of communication, it is circulated only within a particular self-contained academic community-with
clear-cut boundaries, which distinguish itself from other academic and nonacademic communities.

In this letter I attempt to point out that what I am against is the separation between theory and
practice and that between the public sphere and private matters. I contend that we do not have to
sacrifice our private integrity and inter-subjectivity for publishing papers and preserving boundaries.

Finally, I call for the rethinking of what it means to write the interpretive inquiry paper.

Key words: qualitative research interpretive inquiry methodology
writing critical theory hermeneutics postmodernism

neo-pragmatism cultural studies



